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COBBETT’S ENGLIsil GRAMMAR, 
SECOND EDITION. 

Just Published by T. Doiby, 34, Wardour 
Street, Soho, and to be had of all Book- 
sellers in Town and Country. 

The First Edition of this Book, compre- 
bending Fire Thousand Copies, was disposed 
of ina fortnightaiter its original publication, 
without having any distributed according 
to the usual practice of the Bookselling 
Trade, namely, ‘fon sale or returp”; but 
the whole being actually sold and paid for. 
Such a sale is unprecedented in the annals 
of Bookselling, ‘This Book, consisting of 
126 pages, closely printed, and containing 
more matter than is usually to be found in 
a thick octavo volume, is sold at the cheap 
rate of two shillings and sixpence. 

The three first Numbers of thé present 
volume ofthe Register have been re printed, 
and No.4 and the following Numbers will 
also be re-printed without further delay, 


To Jack Harrow, AN ENGLISH 
LABOURER: 

On the new cheat, which is now on 
foot, and which goes under the 
name of Savings Banks. — 

North Hampstead, Long Island. 
7th Now, 1818. 

FRIEND JACK, 

You sometimes hear the Parson 
talk about deceivers, who go about in 
sheep's clothing ; but who, inwardly, 
are ravening wolves. You frequently 
hear of the tricks of theLondon cheats, 
and, I dare say, you have, often enough, 
Witnessed those of mountebanks and 
gypsies. But, Jack, all the tricks of 
all these deceivers and clieaters, if the 
rickery of them all were put together, 
would fall far short of the trick, now 
Playing off under the name of Savings 
Banks. And, seeing that it is pos- 
sible, that you may be exposed to the 
danger of having a few pounds picked 
Cut of your pocket by this trick, | 
tink it right ‘to put you om your 
suird against the cheat. 

You have before been informed of 
who and what the Boroughmongers 
are. Therefore, at present, | shail 


recent conduct. But, in order to 
give youa clear view of their motives 
in this new trick, and which, I think, 
is about the last ia their budget, [| 
must go back and tell you something 
of thehistory of their Debt, and of what 
are called the Funds. Some years ago 
the Boroughmongers put me mto a 
loathsome prison for two years, made 
me pay a thousand pounds fine, and 
made me enter into recognizances for 
bseven years, only because I expressed 
my indignation at the flogging of Eng- 
lishmen, in the heart of England, under 
the superintendence of hired German 
troops, brought into the country to 
keep the people in awe. It pleased 
God, Jack, to preserve my hfe and 
health, while IT was in that prison. 
And, lemployed apart of my time in 
writing a little book, entitled Paper 
against Gold. In this little book [ 
fully explained all the fradds of what 
is called the National Debt, and of 
what are called The Funds. But, as 
it is possible, that you may not have 
seen that little book, I will here tell 
you enough about these things to 

make you see the reasons for the 

Boroughmongers using this trick of 
Savings Banks. 

The Boroughmongers are, you 

know, those persons (some Lords, 

some Baronets, and some Esquires, 

as they call themselves), who fill, or 

nominate others to fill, the seats In 

the House ‘of Commons. Commons 

means the mass of the people. So 

that this is the House of the People, 

according to the law of the land. The 

people, you, I, and all of us ought to 

vote for the men who sit in this House. 

But, the said Lords, Baronets and 

Esquires have taken our rights away; 

and they nouiinate the Members theim- 


selves, A’ monger is a dealer; as 


ironmonger, cheesemonger, wud the 





cuter into no explanation of their’ 
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and Esquires sometimes sell and some- 
times buy seats, and as the seats are 
said to be filled by the people in cer- 
tain Boroughs, these Lords, Baronets 
and Esquires are very properly called 
Borouvhmongers ; that is to say, 


dealers in boroughs, or the seats of 


Boroughs. As all laws and all other 
matters of government are set up 
and enforced at the will of the. two 
Houses, against whose will the king 
eannot stir hand or foot; and, as the 
Boroughmongers fill the seats of the 
two Houses, they have all the power, 
and, of course, the king and people 
have none. Being possessed of all the 
power; being able to tax us at their 
pleasure; being able to hang us fer 
Whatever they please to call a crime; 
they will, of caurse, do with our pro 
perty and persons just what they please. 
And, accordingly, they take from us 
more than the half of our earnings ; 
and they keep soldiers (whom they 
deceive) to shootjat us and kill us, 
if we attempt to resist, They put us 
in dungeons when they like. And, in 
Ireland, they compel people to remain 
shutup in their houses from sun set to 
sun rise, aud, if any man, contrary to 
their conmmands, goes outof his house, 
in the night, in order to go to the privy, 
they pimish him very severely ; and, 
in that unhappy country, they trans- 
port men and women to Botany Bay 
without any trial by Jury, and merely 
by the order of two Justices of the 
Peace appointed by themselves. 

This, Jack, is horrid work, to be 
going On amongst a people, . who 
call themselves free ; amongst a peo 
ple who boast of their liberties, But, 
the facts are so; and now [ shall 
explain to you low the Borough- 
mongers, who are so few in «umber, 
compared to the whole people, are 
able to commit these cruel ucts and 
lo Carry on this abominable tyranny; 
and you wil! see, that the trick of 
Savings Benks makes a part of the 
means, which they new intend to use 
fer the perpetuating of this tyranny. 

Formerly, more than a hundred 
yerrs co, when the kines of England 
had sume real power, aod before the 
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Boroughmongers took all the power 
of king and people into their hand 
the people, when the kings behaved 
amiss, used to rise against them and 
compel them to act justly, They 
beheaded Charles the First, about ; 
hundred and seventy years ago: and 
they drove James the Second out of 
the. kingdom ; they went so far as to 
set his family aside for ever, and thoy 
put up the present Royal Family in its 
stead. 

This was all very well; but, when 
king James hed been driven out, the 
Lords and Baronets -and Squire 
conceived the notion of ruling for 
ever over king and people. They 
made parliaments, whieh used to be 
annual, three years of duration; and, 
when the Members had been elected 
for three years, the Members them 
selves madea law ta make the people 
obey them for seven years. Thus was 
the usurpation completed ; and, from 
that time to this, the Boroughmongers 
have filled the seats just as it ha 
p'eased them to do it; and, they 
have,as I said before, done with our 
property and our persons just what 
thev have pleased to do. 


Now, it will naturally be matter of | 


wonder to you, friend Jack, that ths 
small band of persons, and of debaucl- 
ed wretched persons tov, any tall 
dozen of whom you would be able 
beat with one hand tied down : it will 
be matter of wonder to you, that this 
contemptible band should have beet 
able thus to subjugate and hold ™ 
boudage so degrading the whole of 
the English people. But, Jack, reco 
lect, that, once, a paicel of fat, lazy, 
drinking and guttling monks and 
friars were able to make this sm 
people work: to support them W helt 
laziness and debaucheries; aye, ™ 
almost to adore them too ; to go to them 
and kneel down and confess their 5!" 
to them, and to believe, that it-was™ 
their power to absolve them of thett 
sins. Now, how was it that these tal, 
these bastard-propagating raseals 
ceeded in making the people do this : 
Why, by fraud; by deesptiens. y 
cheatery; by making them belie 
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es: bv frightening them half out of 
eir wits ; by making them believe, 

sat they would go to hell, if they did 
» work forthem. A ten thousandth 

rt of the people were able to knock 

e greasy vagabonds on the head ; 
ail, they would have done it too; 
hit they were afraid of going to hell, 

they had no priest to pardon them. 

Thus did these nftiscreants govern 

y fraud. The Borouehmongers, as | 

hill, by-and-by show, have, of late, 

yur) compeiled to resort lo open force; 
ul, dora loug while they governed by 
aud alone. First, they, by the art- 

‘laud able agents, which they lave 

nstantly keptin pay, frightened the 

ope with the pretended dangers of 
return of the old king's family. The 
yeopic were amused with this seare- 
you, while the chains were silently 
roing to bind them with. But, the 
reat fraud, the cheat of al? cheats, 
as what they call the National Debt. 

And, uow, Jack, pray attend to me ; 

wl am going to explain the chief 

ause of all the disgraces and suffer- 
vs of the labourers in England ; 

id am also going to explain the rea- 
fous, or motives, which the Borough- 
hongers have for setting on foot this 
‘wiraud of Savings Banks. I beg 
jou, Jack, if you have no other leisure 
Hue, to stay at home, instead of going 
Church, fer one single Sunday. 
have yourself, put on a clean shirt, 
ud sit down and read this Letter 
en times over, until you understand 
ery word of it. And, if you do that, 
ouwil laugh at the Parson and Tax- 
stherer’s coaxings about Savings 
barks. You will keep your odd pen- 
Sto yourself; or lay them out in 
read or bacon. 

You have heard, I dare say, 2 great 
eil about the Nutional Debt; and 
ow Tt will tell you what this 
“ing is, and how it came, and then 
Ou will see what an imposture it is, 
nd how shamefully the people of 
‘igland have ~ been duped and 
bbed. 

He Boroughmongers; having usurp- 
@all the powers of government, and 
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money at a great rate, the people grew 
discontented. They began to think, 
that they had done wrong in driving 
king James asay. In a pretty tittle 
fable-book, there is a fable which 
says, that the Frogs, who had a log 
of wood for king, praved to Jupiter to 
send them something more active. 
He sent them a stork, or heron, 
which gobbled them up alive by 
scores! ‘The people of England found, 
in the Boroughmongers, what the 
poor Frogs found inthe stork; and, 
they began to cry out agaist them, 
and to wish for the old king back 
again. 

The Boroughmougers saw their 
danger; and they adopted measures 
to prevent it. They saw, that, if they 
could make it the interest of a great 
many rich people to uphold them and 
their system, they sl#-uvld be able to 
get along. ‘They, therefore, passed 
a law to enabie themselves to borrow 
money of rich people ; and, by the 
same law, they imposed it on the 
people at large to pay, for ever, the 
interest of the money so, by them, 
borrowed. The money, which they 
thus borrowed, they spent in wars, or 
divided amongst themselves, in one 
shape or another. Indeed, the money, 
spent in wars, was pocketted, for the 
far greater part, by themselves. Thus 
they owed, in time, immense sums of 
money; and, as they continued to 
pass laws to compel the nation at 
large to pay the interest of what they 
horrowed, spent and pocketted, they 
called, and still call, this Debt, the 
Debt of the Nation; or, in the usual 
words, the National Debt. 

It is curious to observe, that there 
has seldom been known in the world 
any very wicked and mischievous 
scheme, of which a priest, of some 
description or oiher, was not at the 
bottom. ‘This scheme, certainly as, 
wicked in itself as any that was ever 
known, aud far more mischievous in 
its consequences than any other, was 
ibe offspring of a Bishop of Salisbury, 
whose name was BURNET; a@ Dame 
{hat we ought to teach our very ‘chil- 
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was made a Bishop for his invention 
of this scheme, a fit reward for such a 
service. 

The Boroughmongers began this 
Debt a hundred and twenty four years 
ago. They‘’have gone on borrowing 
ever since; and have never paid off a 
farthing, and never can, They have 
continued to pass acts to make the 
people pay the interest of what -has 


itself amounts to more than all the 
lands, al! the houses, all the trees, all 
the cana!s and a!l the mines would 
sell for, at their full sterling. value ; 
and the money to pay the interest is 
taken out of men’s rents and out of 
their earnings; aud you, Jack, as | 
shall, by-and- by, prove to vou, pay to 
the ‘Boroughmongers more than the 
half of what you receive in weekly 
wages from your saster. 

Is not this a pretty state of things ? 
Pray observe, Jack, the Debt far 
exceeds the real full value of the whole 
kingdom, if ther® could be a purchaser 
found for it. Se that, you see, as to 
private property no man has any, or 
can have any, as jong as this Debt 
hangs upor the country, Your 
master, farmer Grips, for instance, 
calls his farm his. It is none of his, 
according to the Boroughmonger law ; 
for that law has pawned it for the 
payment .of the interest of; the, 
Boroughmongers’ Debt; and the 
pawn must remain as long as the 
Boroughmonger law remains. Gripe 
is compelled to pay out of the yearly 
value of his farm a certain portion to 
the Debt. He may, indeed, sell the 
farm; but, he can get only apart of 
the value ; because-the purchaser wil 
have to pay a yearly sun on account 
of the pawn: In short, the Borough- 
mongers have, in fact, passed laws to 
take every man's private property 
away from him, in whatever portions 
their Debt may demand such taking 
away ; and, a men, who.thinks bimsel/ 
an owner of land, is, at. best. only a 
steward who manages it for the 
Boroughmongers. 


This, however, is only @ small. part 


of alithe houses and lands and ming 
and canals would not pay the interes, 
of the Debt; no, and not much more 
than the half of it. The labour jy 
therefore, pawned too.. Every mai’ 
labour is pawned for the payment of 
the interest of this Debt. Aye, Jack, 
you may think, that you are working 
for yourself ; and that, when, on a 
Saturday night, you take nine shillings 
from farmer GRIPE, the shillings are 
for your own use. You are grievous| 
deceived, for more than half of the 
sum is paid to the Boroughmonger 
on account of the pawn. You do not 
see this, but the fact is so. Come, 
what are the things, in which you 
expend the nine shillings 2? Tea, sugar, 
tobacco, eandles, salt; soap, shoes, 
beer, bread; for no meat do you ever 
taste.¥ On the articles, taken together, 
except bread, you pay far more tha 
half tary and, you will observe, that 
your master’s taxes are, in part, 
pinched out of you. There isan army 
employed, in Ireland, to go with the 
excisemen and other taxers to make the 
people pay. If thetaxers were to wait 
at the ale-houses and grocer’s shops, 
and receive their portion from you 
own hands, yeu would then clearly 
see, that the Boronghmongers take 
away more than the half of what you 
earn. You would, then, clearly see 
what it is that makes you poor and 
‘ragged, and that makes your childrea 
cry for the want of a belly full. You 
would clearly see, that what the hypo- 
crites tell you about this being you 
fot, and about Providegce placins 
you in such a state, in order to fry 
your patience and faith, is all a base 
falshood. Why does -not Provideoct 
place the Boronghmongers and the 
Parsons ina state to try their patience 
and faith? Is Providence less anxious 
to save them than to save you! 

you could see clearly what you py 
on account of the Boroughmong'® 
pawn, you would see, that your mist! 
arises from the designs of a benevolell 
Providence being counteracted by the 


| measures of the Borough-tyranls. 


Your lot, indeed! Your lot, assigned 
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bee phemy! Just as if Providence, which 
mines sends the salt on shore all round our 
coast, bad ordained that you should 
not have any of it, unless you would 














terest 


nore ‘ 

ur iy, pay the Boroughmongers fifteen shill. 
mau’ ings a bushel taxuponit! But, what 
nt of ‘Providence must that be, which 


would ordain. that an Englishman 
hould pay 35s. tax on a bushel of 
nglish salt, while a Long Islandgr 


Jack, 


rhing 


On a 
lings pays only 2s. 61. for a bushel of the 
3 are ame salt, after it is brought to 


‘America from England? What an 


ous 

of the idea must we have of such a Pro- 
gers Widence asthis? Ob, no! Jack, This 
0 not js not the work of Providence. It 
ome, s the work of Boroughmongers ; 
You and the pretext about Providence lias 


ugar, been invented te deceive and cheat 


hoes, He you, and to perpetuate your slavery. 
| ever Well: all is pawned then. The 
ether, Jand, the houses, the canals, the mines, 
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and the labour are pawned for the 
payment of the interest of the Borough- 
mongers’ Debt. Your labour, mind, 
Jack, is pawned for the one half of its 
worth. But, you will uaturally ask, 
fhow is it that the nation, that every 
ibody, submits to this? There's your 
mistake, Jack. It is not every body 
Mthat submits. In the first place there 
are the Boroughmongers themselves 
and all their long tribes of relations, 
legitimate and’ spurious, who profit 
from the taxes, and who have the 
chureh-livings, which they enjoy with- 
out giving the poor any part of their 
legal share of those livings. Ther 











¥)0- there are all the officers of army and 
your navy, and all the endless hosts of place- 
cing men and place-women, pensioned meu 


aud pensioued wonren, and all the 
hosts of tax vatherers, who alone, these 


» try 
huse 


ence last | mean, swallow more than would 
the be necessary to earry on the govern- 
ence ment under a reformed parliament. 
ious But, have you forgotten the lenders of 


If the money which makes. the Debt} 


py These people live wholly ‘upon the 
gers imlerest of the Debt; and, of course, 
sery they approve of your labour, and the 
sleut labour of every mau, being putwned. 


the 
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The Boroughmongers lave’ pawned 
your labour to them. Therefore, they 
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They cannot be suid to submit to the 
tyranny; they applaud it, and, to 
their utmost, they support it. 

But, you will say, still the mass of 
the people would, if they had a mind 
to bestir themselves, be too strong for 
all these. Very true. But, you for- 
get the army, Jack. Thisis a great 
military force, armed with bayonets, 
bullets, and cannon balls, ready at all 
times, and in all places, to march, or 
gallop, to attack the people if they 
attempt to eat sugar or salt without 
paying the tax. There are forts, 
under the name Of Barracks, all over 
the kingdom, where armed men are 
kept in readiness for this purpose. 
In Ireland they actually go in person 
to heip to collect the taxes; and in 


England they are always ready to do- 


the same. Now, suppose, Jack, that 
a maa who has a bit of land by the 
sea side, were to take up a little of the 
salt that Providence sends on shore. 
He would be prosecuted. He would 
resist the process. Soldiers would 
come and take him away to be tried 
and hanged. Suppose you, Jack, 
were to dip your rushes into grease, 
till they came to farthing candles. 
The Excise would prosecute you. 
The Sheriff would send men to drag 
you to jail. You would fight in de- 
fence of your house and home. You 
would beat off the Sheriff’s men. 
Soldiers would come, and kill you, 
or would take you away to be hanged. 

This is the thing by which the 
Boroughmongers govern. There are 
enough, who would gladly not submit 
io their tyranny; but, there is nobody 
but themselves, who has an army at 
command, 

Nevertheless, they are not altogether 
easy under these circumstances. An 
army is a two-edged weapon. It may 
cut the employer as well as_ the thing 
that it is employed upon. It is made 
up of flesh and blood, aud chiefly of 
English flesh and blood tuo. it may 
not always be willing to move, or to 
strike when moved. The Borough- 
mongers sée, that theif titles and 
estates hang upon the army. They 
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1o fielings of reverence and love. 
They would fain wheedle them into 
something that sball bjuut their 
hostility, They have been trying 
Bible-schemes, school-schemes and 
soup-schemes, And, at last, they are 
trying the Savings Bank scheme, wpon 
which I shall now more particularly 
address you. 

This thing is of the same nature, and 
its design is the same,as those of the 
grand scheme of Bishop Burnet. 
The people are discontented; they 
feel their oppressions; they. seek a 
change; and, some of them have de- 
cidedly protested against paying any 
longer any part of the interest of the 
Debt, which they say, ought to be 
paid, ifatall, by those who have bor- 
rowed, and spent, or pocketted, the 
money. Now, then, in order to enlist 
great numbers ef labourers and arti- 
zans on their side, the Boroughmon- 
gers have fallen upon the scheme of 
coaxing them to put small sums into 
what they call banks. These sums 
they pay large interest upon, and 
suffer the parties to take them out 
whenever they please. By this scheme 
they think to bind great numbers to 
them and their tyranny. They think, 
that great numbers of labourers and 
artizans, seeing their little sums in- 
crease, as they will imagine, will begin 
to conceive the hopes of becoming 
rich by such means; ani, as these 
persons are to be told, ¢hat their mo- 
ney is in the funds, they will soon 
imbibe the spirit of fundéolders, and 
will not care who sufters, or whether 
freedom or slavery prevail, so that the 
funds be but safe. 

Such is the scheme, and such the 
motives. It will fail of its object, 
though not uaworthy the inventive 
yowers Of the servile knaves of Edin- 

urgh. It will fail, first, because the 
men, fram whom alone the Borough- 
tyrants have any thing to dread, will 
see through the scheme and despise it; 
and: who will, besides, well kuow, that 
the funds are a mere bubble that may 
burst, or be bursted, at any moment. 
The Parsons appear to he the main 
tools iu this coaxing scheme. They 
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domestic servants, particulary womey 
bad ! 


who will be tickled with the idea of 


having a fortune inthe funds. Vhe By. 
roughmongers will hint to their senani; 


that they musé get their labourers ini 
the Savings Banks. 
will be given to such as deposit. The 
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Ladies, the “ Parsons’ Ladies”, ij 
scold poor people into the funds, 


Vhe parish officers will act their par 
in this compulsory process: and, thy; 
will the Boroughmongers get into their 
hands some millions of the people's 
money by a sort of “ forced loan:’ wr, 
in other werds, a robbery, 


In order 


to swell the thing out, the Parsons aul 


become, 








9s. perhaps. 


one year! 
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other tools of the Boroughworgess 
will leud money in this way themselves, 
wider feigned names ; and, we shill, 
if the system last a year or two, heat 
boastings of how rich the poor ac 


Now, then, Jack, supposing it pos 
sible, that farmer GRIPE, may, Unie 
pain of being turned out of your col. 
lage, have made yA put your te 
pence a week into one of these banks, 
let us see whet is the natural come 
quence of your so doing, 
a week: is 8s. 8d. a year; and the 
interest will make the amount about 
What wseis this to you! 
Will you let it remain; and will you, 
go on thus for years ? 
on a great many years indeed, belvit 
your deposit amouuts to as much a 
the Boroughmougers take from you 
Two-pence will buy # 
quarter of a pound of meat. Thisha 
diuner for your wife, or yourself. \ot 
never taste meat. And why are youl 
give up half a pound of your bread 10 
the Boroughmongers? You aré ill; 
vour wife is i//; your children are tll 
“Goto the bark aud take out yo" 
“money”, says the overseer; “ for!" 
“vive younoaid, ’till that be spe". 
Thus, then, you will have been rob- 
bing your own starved belly weebly 
to no ether end than that of favours 
the parish purse, upen which you have 
a just and legal claim, until the Cle 
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m 
Y thing estore to the poor what they have 
Ort the Inhen from them. As the thing now 
0 14] be Brancs, the poor are starved by others: 
Women, his scheme is Inteaded to make them 
idea of ssist in the work themselves, at the 
he Bo. ame time, that it binds them to the 
lenants Vranny. 
ers inty But, Jack, what a monstrous thing 
Lerenice gs this, thar the boroughmongers 
~ The hould kindly pass an act to induce 
"will you to save your money, while they 
funds, ake from: you five shillings out of 
“IT part very nine that you earu? Why not 
cl, thus take less from you! ‘That would 
10 their be the more patural way to co to work, 
eople's urely, Why net leave you all your 
n:” Of, rarnings to yourself! Oh, nd! They 
order annot do that. it is from the labour 
Ns aud of men like you, that the far greater 
OLE: part of the money comes to enrich the 
Selves, oroughmongers, their relations aud 
- shall, dependents, 
», heat However, suppese you to have 
mM aie otten together five pounds in a Sav- 
lugs Bank, That is to say, in the 
t poy funds. This is a great deal for you, 
tuivder though it is not half so much as you 
Tr vol: are compelled to give to the Boroaugh- 
Wi mongers ia one year. This ts a great 
panks, tum, Lt is much more than you ever 


“Olst« ill have; but, suppose you have it. 
pence Jtisin the funds mind. And, now, 
d the det me tell you what the funds are, 
about which is necessary, if you have not 


you! ead my little book, called “ Paper 








I you, “against Gold.” Vhe funds is no 
st 10 place at all, Jack. Ut is a nething, 
efure Jack. lt is moonshine. Ut is a bie,-a 
h as bubble, a fraud, a chet, a humbug. 


ou ie 
uy & 
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You 
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1d to 


And, itis all these in the most perfect 
degree. People think, that te fuads 
asa place, where moncy iskept. ‘They 
think, that itis a place which contamts 
that which they have deposited. - But, 
the fact is, that the funds is a word 









ill; Which means nothing that the mass o 
¢ ill the people think it means. Ho mean 
yout the descriptions of the scveval sorts of 
r lil the Debt. Suppose | owed money tu a 


nl. taylor, to a smith, to a shoemaker, to 


rob. 4 carpenter, and, that I had then 
ekily Several bills iu my house. J should, 
ring la the language of the Boroughmon- 
have Kcrs, call these bills my funds. The 
ergy burcughmongeis owe sume people 
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annuities at three pounds for a bun- 
dred; some at four pounds for a hun- 
dred; some at five pounds for a hun- 
dred; and these annuities, or debts, 
they call their funds. And, Jack, if 
the Savings Bank people lend them a 
good parcel of money, they will have 
that money in these dedis, or funds, 
They will be owners of some of those 
debts, which never will and never can 
be paid, 

But, what-is this money, too, in 
which you are to be paul back agata ? 
it is no money, It is paper; and 
iheugh that paper will pass just at 
this time, it will not dong pass, I can 
assure you, Jack. When you have 
worked a fortnight, and get a pound 
note for it, you set a high value upon 
the note, because it brings you food, 
But, suppese, nobody would take the 
note from you. Suppose uo one would 
give you any thing in exchange for it. 
You would go back to farmer GRIPE, 
and fling the note in bis face. You 
would insist upon real money, and you 
would get it, or you would tear dowa 
bis house. This is what will happen, 
Jack, ina very short time. 

] will explain to you, Jack, how this 
matter stauds, Vermerly bank notes 
were a5 good as real money, because 
any body that had one might go, at 
amy moment, and get real money for 
itat the Bank. But, now the thing ts 
quite changed. The Bank broke some 
years ago; that is to say, it eould nok 


pay its notes in veal money; and it 


never dias been able to do it from that 
time to this; aud, what is more, it 
never can da it again. Yo be sure, 
the paper passes at present. You take 
it for your work, and others take if of 
you for bread and tea. But, the time 
may be, and I helieve is, very mear at 
Aand, when this paper will not pass at 
all; aud then, as the Boroughmongers 
and the Savings Bank people have, aud 
can have, no real money, /ow are you 
io get your five pounds back again? 
The bank-notes, may be ali put 
down, a! any momen!, if avy man of 
talent and resolution clioese to put 
them down; aud, why ay vot sucha 
mau crtot, end have. Yre di-position lo, 






























































































































































































































you deposit them in the Savings Banks. 
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put them down? They are now of 
value, as 1 said before, because they 
will pass; because people will take 
them and will give victuals and drink 
for them; but, if nobody would give 
bread and tea and beer for them, 
would they then be good for any thing? 
They are taken, because people are 
pretty sure, that they can pass them 
again; but, who will take them, when 
he does not think that he can pass 
them again? And, I assure you, Jack, 
that-even I myself could, before next 
May Day, do that which would pre- 
vent avy man in England from ever 
taking a bank-note any more. If you 
should put five pounds into a Savings 
Bank, therefore, you could, insuchcase, 
never see a farthing in exchange for it. 

This being a matter of so much im- 
portance to you, I will clearly explain 
to you how I might easily do the 
thing. Mind, I do not say, that I will 
do the thing. Indeed, I will not; and’ 
I do not know any one that intends to 
do it. But, I will show you how I 
might do it; because it is right that 
you should know what a ticklish state 
your poor five pounds will be in, if 


You know, Jack, that forged notes 
pass, till people find them out. ‘They 
keep passing very quietly till they 
come to the Bank, and there, being 
known for forged notes, the man who 
carries them to the Bauk, or owns 
them at the time, loses the amount of 
them. Suppose now, that Tom were to 
forge a note and pay it to Dick fora 
pig. Dick would pay it to Bob for 
some tea. Bob would send it up to 
Lendon to pay his tea-man. The tea- 
man would send it to the Bank. The 
Bank wonld keep it and give him no- 
thing for tt. If the tea-man forgot 
whom he got it from, he must lose it. 
If he could prove that he got it from 
Bob, Bob must lose it; and se on; 
but, either Dick or Bob or the tea- 
man must /ose it. There must be a 
loss somewhere. 

Now, it is clear, that, if there were 
a great quantity of forged notes in 
circulation, people would be afraid to 





jake notes at all; and, that, if this 





great quantity came out all of a syj. 
den, it would, for a while, put a 
end to all payments and-all ‘trad 
And, if such great quantity can, wit) 
safety, be put out, I leave you to ettess 
Jack,.at the situation of your sh 
pounds. I will now show you, thep, 
that I conid do this thing myself, and 
with perfect safety and ease: 

{ could have made, at a very trifins 
expence, a million of pounds in bank. 
notes ef various amounts. There aye 
fourteen diiferent ways, in which | 
could send them to England, and 
lodge them safely. there, without the 
smallest chance of their arrival being 


known to any soul, except the man, to , 


whom they should be confided. The 
Boroughmongers might search and 
ransack every vessel that arrived from 
America. They might do what they 
would. They would never detect the 
cargo ! 


% . ‘ 
There they are, then, safe in Low 


don; a famous stock of Bank-notes 
so well executed, that no human 
being, except the bank-people would 
be able to discover the counterfeit. 
The agent takes a parcel at a time, 
and drops them in the streets, in the 
dark. This work he carries on fora 
week or two in such streets as are best 
calculated for the purpese, ‘till he has 
well stocked the town. He may do 
the same at Portsmouth and _ other 
great towns, rf he please, and he may 
send off large supplies by post. 
Now, Jack, suppese you were up 
at London with your master’s waggou. 
You might find a parcel of my notes. 
You would go to the first shop to buy 
your wife a gown afd vour children 
some clothes, yourself a hat, a greal 
coat, and some shoes. The rest 
you would lay out at shops on the 
road home; for, the sooner you gt 


tid of this foundal, the less chance of 


having it taken from you. The sliop- 
keepers would thank youn for your 
custom, and your wife’s heart would 
bound with joy. 

The notes would travel about mo* 
merrily. At last they would come ' 
the Bank. The holders would !0s¢ 
them; but you would gain by them 
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So that, upon the whole, there would 
be no loss, and the maker of the notes 
would have no gain. Others would 
find, and nearly all would do like 
you. Ina fewdays, the notes would 
fiad their way to the Bank in great 
numbers, where they would all be 
stopped. The news would spread 
abroad. The thief-takers would be 
busy. Every man who had had his 
note stopped at the Bank would alarm 
his neighbourhood, ‘The country 
would ring with the news. Nobody 
would take a bank note. All business 
would be at a stand. The farmers 
would sell no cornfor bank-notes. The 
millers would have nothing else to pay 
with. No mafkets, because no money. 
The baker would be able to get no 
flour. He could sell no bread, for no- 
body would have money to pay him. 

Jack, this thing will assuredly take 
place. Mind, I tell you so, 1 have 
been right in my predictions on former 
occasions; and | am not wrong now. 
I beg you to believe me; or, at any 
rate, to blame yourself, if you lose by 
sich an event. In the midst of this 
hubbub what will you do? Farmer 
Gripe will, | dare say, give you.some- 
thing to eat for your labour. But, 
what will become of your five pounds? 
That sum you have in the Savings 
Bank, and, as you are to have it out 
at any time when you please, your wife 
setsoff to draw it. The banker gives 
hera five pound note. She brings it; 
but riobody will take it of you for a 
pig, for bread, for clothing, or for any 
thing else! And this, Jack, will be the 
fate of all those, who shall’ be weak 
enough to put their money into those 
banks! 

I beg you, Jack, not to rely on 
the power of the Boroughmongers, in 
thiscase. Any thing thatis to be done 
with halters, gags, dungeons, bayonets, 
powder, or bail, they can do a great 
deal at; but, they are not conjurers; 
they are not wizards. They cannot 
prevent a man from dropping bank 
hotes in the dark; and they cannot 
make people believe in the goodness 
of that which they mast know to be 
bad, If they could hold # sword to 








every man’s'breast, they might, indeed 
do something ; but, short of this, no- 
thing that they can do would be of 
any avail. Lowever, the truth is, that 
they, in such case, will have no sword 
atall, An army Is a powerful wea- 
pon; but, an army must be pad. Sol- 
diers have been called machines; but 
thev are eating and drinking machines. 
With good food and drink, they will 
go far and do much; but, without them, 
they will not stir an inch. And, in 
such a ease, whence is to come the 
money to pay them? In short, Jack, 
the Boroughmongers would drop down 
dead, like men in an apoplexy, and 
yeu would, as soon as things got to 
rights, have your bread and beer and 
meat and every thing iv abundance. 

The Boroughmongérs possess no 
means of preventing the complete suc- 
cess of the dropping plan. If they do, 
they ought to thank me for giving-them 
a warning of their danger; and for 
telling them, that, if they do prevent 
the success of such a plan, they are 
the cleverest fellows in this world. 

I now, Jack, take my leave of you, 
hoping that yuu-will not be coaxed out 
of your money, and assuriug you, that [ 
am your friend, Wm. Cospsert. 





Letter from Mr. Hunt tothe Publisher, 
Middleton Cottage, Dec. 23d, 1818. 

Sirn,—Afiter your refusal to insert 
my Letter to Sir Francis Burdett, in the 
Reyister, I should have very relue- 
tantly made any other application to 
you, had I not seen in the last Regis- 
ter, that the ‘ little contemptible 
“reptile, Cleary,” had found you in 
a more complying mood, and had 
prevailed upon you to insert not only 
the most unfounded falsehoods against 
me, but that he had also prevailed 
upon you to insert the most base and 
cowardly insinuations agaiust my 
friend Cobbett*himself in his own Re- 
gister, while he was absent, at a distance 
of three thousand miles, and conse- 
quently precluded the possibility of mak- 
ing any reply for many months to come. 

With respect to the charges against 
myself, I shall be very brief. First, 
he ays, ‘‘ that I pubiished a confi- 
“ dential Letter of his to me;” next, 
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“that I perverted the true meaning of 


“the said Letter, in order to biacken 
“bis character.” ‘So which first 
charge 1 reply, that it was a public 
Letter written by me to him, in his 
public capacity of Secretary to the 
Rump ; which Letter and Answer were 
publicly read ata public meeting held 
at the Crown and Anchor in_ the 
Strand, and were both solely of a 
public nature, as they related to the 
calling of a public meeting, in order 
to raise a public subscription, to en- 
able Brandreth and the other poor 
men, who were about to take their 
trials at Derby, ou a charge of High 
‘reason, to employ Counsel to con- 
duct their defence. This clearly proves 
the falsehood of the first charge, that 
! had published a private and conft- 
dential Letter. 

With respect to the next charge, 
that | had endeavoured ‘to pervert 
“the true meaning of the Letter,” it 
will be found equally false and with- 
eut the slightest foundation, for the 
Letter was published verbatim; but 
not Hil atter it had been repeatedly 
called for by Cleary himself, publicly 
on the [lustings; he, Cleary, shame. 
fully deelaring at the time, that he had 
Hever written any such Letter, and that 
he wouki consent to be “ sacrificed 
‘upon the spot,’ if he-had ever 
wittten one word about hanging the 
wen himself, although it turned out, 
when the Letter was produced, that 
if contained the following unfeeling 
expression: “ I could almost hang 
“them myself.” And he had written 
this to me, in order iv convince me of 
the impropriety of endeavouring to 
raise any subscription to enable these 
poor nen to obtain a fair Trial, add- 
mg these memorable words, “ Ie 
*“ Neformers are far from wishing to 
“countenance of identify ourselves 
“with any Men Guilty of Murner, 
“Roppury or Riot.” So you will 
perceive, that this inhuman wretch 
charges these poor men, before trial, 
with the ahove crimes, for the evident 
parpose of ceterring me from taking 
any furthef steps to assist them to de- 








whelming Prosecutions of the Govern. 
ment for High Treason. 

Now, Sir, we will enquire a little 
about the conduct of this reptile to- 
wards Mr. Cobbett, in his absence; 
first, he brought forward and publicly 
read a Letter upon the Hustings, at 
the last Westminster Election, which 
he impudently and roundly asserted 
to be a private Letter written by Mr, 
Cobbett to a Friend, tending to vilify 
me; this Letter proves to bea For- 
gery; and the moment Mr. Cobbett 
heard of it in America, he declared 
the fect in a Letter addressed to the 
Editor of a New York Newspaper, an 
extract from. which paper, declaring 
this Letter produced by Cleary to be 
a forgery, \ read at the last Meeting 
at the Crown and Anchor; upon 
which, up Jumps this would-be Jack 
fetch, and repeated his old bullying 
exclamation, delivered in the most 
vulgar Lrish Slang, that he would con- 
sent “ to be sacrificed upen the spot,” 
if he did not prove it to be the writing 
of Mr, Cobbett. That he at once 
accuses Mr. Cobbett of having written 
this Letter, and then of having deliber- 
ately published a premeditated false- 
hood in declaring it to be a Forgery; and 
he says, liewill submit to be sacrificed 
upon the spot, if he does not prove it. 
Now, let us see how he endeavours to 
prove this. Why he prevails upon 
you to publish stich proof in Mr. 
Cobbett’s cwn Register in his absence; 
he has the address to prevail upon Mr. 
Cobbett's own Publisher. to publish 
what he calls the “ disproof” of Mr. 
Cobbeit’s veracity, although the same 
Publisher had previously refused the 
insertion of my Letter to Sir Francis 
Burdett, in which Letter I had proved, 
to a demonstration, in confirmation of 
Mr. Cohkbett’s word, that the Lettet 
read by Cleary was a Forgery, because 
it was impossible that Mr. Cobbett 
could have mentioned a fact in 1808, 
which did not occur till 1812, 
However, Sir, as you have thought 
proper to give circulation to these ca- 
lumuies against Mr. Cobbett in his 
own Register in his absence, which be 
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come, [ shall endeavour to expose the 
folly as well as the wickedness of this 
futile attempt. In doing this, I will 
take Cleary’s proofs in his own words, 
viz. ‘© Whether the Letter in question 
“be or be not a Forgery, I leave to 
‘those Genllemen, through whose 
‘«‘ hands it circuitously came into mine, 
“to scllle. All I know of it is, the 
« Letter now stated by Mr, Cobbett 
‘to be a Forgery, was put into my 
“hands by Mr. Place, of Charing 
“Cross. Never having previously 
“seen that Letter, nor having the 
‘* Jeast suspicion of ifs not being au- 
‘‘thentic, I read the Letter to the 
“ Electors, &c.”” Did any living 
creature ever before hear of or read 
such a base, pitiful, prevaricating shuf- 
fle as this; instead of giving the least 
possible proof, be tacitly admits the 
Letter to be a forgery, and he turns 
round at once, and throws the proof 
upon his amiable associates, Jir. 
Place and his other Friends of the 
Rump; and he pretends now that he 
was imposed upon by them; but this 
sluffle shall not save him, fer I have 
ihe most respectable proof that this is 
also false. ‘This Mr. Thomas Cleary, 
this contemptible buadle of fraud and 
forgery, shal! not slink out of this dis- 
graceful transaction im this way. 
This Attorney, as Mr. Cobbett styles 
him, called upon Mr. Thomas Dolby, 
of 34, Wardour-street, on the Sunday 
Morning previous to the Election, and 
knowing Mr. Dolby to be one of my 
staunch supporters, he addressed hin 
nearly as follows: “ If Hunt dares to 
“say one word against us upon the 
“ Tustings, we have got a Letter of 
“ Cobbett’s that will stop his mouth at 
“once”; and yet this moral shufiler 
now impudently asserts that he never 
saw this Letter previous to the Second 
Week of the Election. It would be an 
lusult to the Readers of the Register 
to dwell one moment longer upon the 
stupidity and baseness of this hopeful 
Tol of Sir Francis Burdett; he who 
dares not deny, that he accused his 
Patron of “desertion and cowardice.” 
I shall, therefore, pass over the whole 
of the remaining part of the shufile, 





9, 1819. fAge 
with the exception of the last Para- 
graph, which will require but one 
comment to prove, that the greatest 
Villains are frequently the greatest 
Fools. Viz. “ The Letter having the 
 Post-mark of April 11th, 1808, and 
of Bishop's Waltham, the next Post- 
“10own.to Mr. Cabbeit’s late residence 
“at Botley, is in the hands of Mr, 
“ Brooks, L10, Strand, for the inspee- 
‘tion of any persoh who pay be de- 
‘‘ sirous of seeimg it.” If there were 
any thing wanting to prove the Letter 
a Forgery; if it were not enough to 
prove that Mr. Cobbett could not have 
called me “ Bristol Hunt” in 180%, 
Four Years before any human being 
had ever connected my name will that 
City; if this, togetlier with the word 
of Mr. Cobbett, were not cenc!usive, 
the Bishop's Waltham Post-mark 
would make it so; for, although 
Bishop’s Waltham is the next Fost- 
town to Botley in point of distauce, 
yet the fact is this, which is weil 
known to every one who has been 
there, or that ever had any correspon- 
deuce with Mr.Cobbett: The Koad 
to Botley, from Bishop's Waltham, is 
comp!etely a Cross-road. ‘The Lest- 
town for Botley is Southampton, and 
in Botley there is a Post-oflice con- 
nected with Southampton, and a Post- 
man regularly brings the Letters from 
Southampton to Botley, aud takes the 
Letters from Botley to Southampton, 
every day. So much for the fools 
forging the wrong Post-mark, as well 
as the Letier! 

Now, Sir, the motive that induced 
you to insert this infamous traxh of 
Mr. Thomas Cleary, after having re- 
fused to insert my Letter on the same 
subject, in the Register, must rest eu- 
tirely with your own feelings; but you 
are bound in fairness to Mr. Cobbett, 
and to his Readers, to account for the 
following extraordinary circumstances: 
Mr. Cobbett, ina Letter to me, which 
[received from you, together with the 
famous suppressed New York News- 
paper, when I was last in Town, dated 
Long Island, 17tii Sept. 1618, tuforms 
me as follows > ‘I now seud with this, 
Letter X. to Major Castusight, ¢ 
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that I perverted the true meaning of 
“the said Letter, im order to biacken 
“bis character.” ‘Yo which first 
charge I reply, that it was a pudlic 
Letter written by me to him, in his 
public capacity of Secreizry to the 
Rump; which Letter and Answer were 
publicly read at a public mecting held 
at the Crown and Anchor in_ the 
Strand, and were both solely of a 
public mature, as they related to the 
calling of a public meeting, in order 
to raise a public subscription, to en- 
uble Brandreth and the other poor 
men, who were about to take their 
trialsat Derby, ou a charge of High 
‘reason, to employ Couusel to con- 
duct their defence. This clearly proves 
the falsehood of the first charge, that 
! had published a private aud conft- 
dential Letter. 

With respect to the next charge, 
that I had endeavoured ‘to pervert 
“the true meaning of the Letter,” it 
will be found equally false and with- 
out the slightest foundation, for the 
Letter was published verbatim; but 
nat till atter it had been repeatedly 
called for by Cleary himself, publicly 
onthe Llustings; he, Cleary, shame. 
fully deelaring at the time, that he had 
never written any such Letter, and that 
he wouki consent to be “ sacrificed 
‘upon the spot,” if he-had ever 
wittten one word about hanging the 
wen himself, although it turned out, 
when the Letter was produced, that 
if contained the following unfeeling 
expression: “ I could almost hang 
“them myself.” And he had written 
this to me, in order to convince me of 
the impropriety of endeavouring to 
raise any subseription to enable these 
poor nen to obtain a fair Trial, add- 
mg these memotable words, ‘ He 
* Hefermers are far from wishing to 
“countenance or identify ourselves 
* with any Men Guilty of Munrner, 
“Roppury or Riot.” So you will 
perceive, that this inhuman wretch 
charges these poor men, before trial, 
with the ahove crimes, for the evident 
parpose of ceterring me from taking 
any furthet steps to assist them to de- 


whelming Prosecutions of the Govern. 
ment for High Treason. 

Now, Sir, we will enquire a little 
about the conduct of this reptile to- 
wards Mr. Cobbett, in his absence: 
first, he brought forward and publicly 
read a Letter upon the Hustings, at 
the last Westminster Election, which 
he impudently and roundly asserted 
to be a private Letter written by Mr, 
Cobbett to a Friend, tending to vilify 
me; this Letter proves to bea For- 
gery; and the moment Mr, Cobbett 
heard of it in America, he declared 
the fact in a Letter addressed to the 
Editor of a New York Newspaper, an 
extract from. which paper, declaring 
this Letter produced by Cleary to be 
a forgery, read at the last Meeting 
at the Crown and Anchor; upon 
which, up jumps this would-be Jack 
Ketch, and repeated his old bullying 
exclamation, delivered in the most 
vulgar Irish Slang, that he would con- 
sent “ to be sacrificed upen the spot,” 
if he did not prove it to be the writing 
of Mr. Cobbett. That he at once 
accuses Mr. Cobbett of having written 
this Letter, and then of having deliber- 
ately published a premeditated false- 
hood in declaring it to be a Forgery; and 
he says, hewill submit to be sacrificed 
upon the spot, if he does not prove it. 
Now, let us see how he endeavours to 
prove this. Why he prevails upon 
you to publish stich proof in Mr. 
Cobbett’s cwn Register in his absence; 
he has the address to prevail upon Mr. 
Cobbett's own Publisher. to publish 
what he calls the “ disproof” of Mr. 
Cobbeit’s veracity, although the same 
Publisher had previously refused the 
insertion of my Letter to Sir Francis 
Burdett, in which Letter I had proved, 
to a demonstration, in confirmation of 
Mr. Cokbett’s word, that the Lettet 
read by Cleary wasa Forgery, because 
it was impossible that Mr. Cobbett 
could have mentioned a fact in 3808, 
which did not occur till 1812, 
However, Sir, as you have thought 
proper to give circulation to these ca- 
lumuies against Mr. Cobbeit in Ins 
own Register in his absence, which be 
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come, [ shall endeavour to expose the 
folly as well as the wickedness of this 
futile attempt. In doing this, I will 
take Cleary’s proofs in his own words, 
viz. “ Whether the Letter in question 
« be or be not a Forgery, I leave to 
‘those Gentlemen, through whose 
‘«‘ hands it circuitously came into mine, 
“#9 settle. All I know of it is, the 
« Letter now stated by Mr, Cobhbett 
‘to be a Forgery, was put into my 
“hands by Mr. Place, of Charing 
“Cross. Never having previously 
“seen that Letter, nor having the 
‘‘ Jeast suspicion of ifs not being au- 
‘‘thentic, I read the Letter to the 
“ Electors, &c.”” Did any living 
creature ever before hear of or read 
sucha base, pitiful, prevaricating shuf- 
fle as this; instead of giving the least 
possible proof, be tacitly admits the 
Letter to be a forgery, and he turns 
round at once, and throws the proof 
upon his amiable associates, J/r. 
Place and his other Friends of the 
Rump; and he pretends now that he 
was imposed upon by them; but this 
shuffle shall not save him, fer I have 
ihe most respectable proof that-this is 
also false. This Mr. Thomas Cleary, 
this contemptible buudle of fraud and 
forgery, sha!! not slink out of this dis- 
graceful transaction im this way. 
This Attorney, as Mr. Cobbett styles 
him, called upon Mr. Thomas Dolby, 
of 34, Wardour-street, on the Sunday 
Morning previous to the Election, and 
knowing Mr. Dolby to be one of my 
staunch supporters, he addressed hin 
nearly as follows: “‘ If Hunt dares to 
“say one word against us upon the 
“ Hustings, we have got a Letter of 
“ Cobbett’s that will stop his mouth at 
“once”; and yet this moral shufiler 
now impudently asserts that he never 
saw this Letter previous to the Second 
Week of the Election. It would be an 
lusult to the Readers of the Register 
to dwell one moment longer upon the 
Stupidity and baseness of this hopeful 
Tv ol of Sir Francis Burdett; he who 
dares not deny, that he accused his 
Patron of “desertion and cowardice.” 
} shall, therefore, pass over the whole 
ofthe remaining part of the shufile, 





9, 1819. fAgea 


with the exception of the last Para- 
graph, which will require but one 
comment to prove, that the greatest 
Villains are frequently the greatest 
Fools. Viz. “ The Letter having the 
 Post-mark of April llth, 1808, and 
‘ of Bishop's Waltham, the next Post- 
“1own to Mr. Cabbeit’s late residence 
“at Botley, is in the hands of Mr, 
“ Brooks, L10, Strand, for the inspee- 
“tion of any persoh who pnay be te- 
‘ sirous of seeing it.” If there were 
any thing wanting to prove the Letter 
a Forgery; if it were not enough to 
prove that Mr. Cobbett could not have 
called me “ Bristol Hunt” in 180%, 
Four Years before any human being 
had ever connected my name with that 
City; if this, togetlter with the word 
of Mr. Cobbett, were not cenc'usive, 
the Bishop's Waltham Post-mark 
would make it so; for, although 
Bishop’s Waltham is the next Post- 
town to Botley in point of distauce, 
yet the fact is this, which is weil 
known to every one who has been 
there, or that ever had any correspon- 
deuce with Mr. Cobbett: The Road 
to Botley, from Bishop’s Waltham, is 
comp!etely a Cross-road. ‘The Post- 
town for Botley is Southampton, and 
in Botley there is a Post-otlice con- 
nected with Southampton, and a Post- 
man regularly brings the Letters from 
Southampton to Botley, aud takes the 
Letters from Botley to Southampton, 
every day. So much for ithe fools 
forging the wrong Posl-mark, as weil 
as the Leter! 

Now, Sir, the motive that induced 
you to insert this infamous tra-h of 
Mr. Thomas Cleary, after having re- 
fused to insert my Letter on the same 
subject, in the Register, must rest eu- 
tirely with your own feelings; but you 
are bound in fairness to Mr, Cobbett, 
and to his Readgrs, to account for the 
following extraordinary circumstances: 
Mr. Cobbett, ina Letter to me, which 
[received from you, together with the 
famous suppressed New York News- 
paper, when I was last in Town, dated 
Long Island, 17tii Sept. 1618, tuforms 
me as follows + ‘‘ I now seud with this, 
‘Letter X. to Major Castwrighit, ¢ 
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« tight thing for our infamous forging 
« enemies.” This Letter Ten to Major 
Cartwright must, therefore, have come 
in the same packet with that addressed 
to me, which contains the above ex- 
tract, and. consequently must have 
been dated on or before the 17th of 
September. Now, Sir, what I demand 
on the part of Mr. Cobbett, myself, 
and the Public, is, that you will 
answer this plain fact: How came this 
Letter Ten to Major Cartwright, this 
* tight thing for our forging enemies,” 
not to have been published in the 
Register of last week, instead of a 
better, dated Long Island, 30th Sept. 
addressed to the Cotton Spinners? 
How came this Letter Ten to Major 
Cartwright, this “ tight thing for our 
** forging enemies,” to be suppressed 
last week, and the Letter to Mr. 
Hallett to be inserted, dated Long 
Isiand, a fortnight later? How came 
this “ tight thing for our forging 
** enemies,” to be suppressed last week, 
and the Letter of Mr. Thomas Cleary, 
one of those very forging enemies, to 
be inserted in its stead? These, Sir, 
are very plain Questions; and the 
better to enable you to answer them, 
let me remind you of the following 
Postscript to your Letter addressed to 
me on the 3d instant, assigning your 
reasons for not inserting my Leiter to 
the Westminster Baronet. ‘‘P.S. The 
* Register for this week is entirely 
“upon the conduct of the Baronet 
‘aud the Rump Committee, and as 
“* severe as any reasonable nian can de- 
‘sire. The Registers in hand are 
** equally hostile. There seems, there- 
“fore, the less reason for you to be 
** anxious about the insertion of your 
** own Letter.” Surely, Sir, it would 
be too much to infer that you sup- 
pressed Letter X. to Major Cart- 
wright, the “tight. thing for our 
* forging enemies,” for the purpose of 
allowing your correspondent, Mr. 
Thomas Cleary, an opportunity of 
giving Mr. Colbeit the Sirst blow be- 
hind his back! Yet, unless there be 
a satisfactory explanation, his Readers 
will believe there has been very foul 
play somewhere, as well towards Mr, 


| Cobbett as myself. I ami not at aij 
satisfied with the reasons you assign 
for detaining the New York Paper til! 
after it was published in the Liverpoo| 


to the suppression of Mr. Cobbeit’s 
First Letter to the Electors of West. 
minster, I am convincéd that the rea, 
‘son I mentioned was the truth, and [ 
am sorry it was published at last with 
nearly two pages suppressed, as I have 
always understood that Mr. Cobbett's 
instructions were, that you should 
publish the whole of the Manuscripts 
or none, and if you found any difficulty 
in doing this, you were to hand them 
over to a third Person who was willing 
do it. As you have inserted Cleary’s 
attack upon Mr. Cobbett in his absence, 
I trust, in common justice to him and 
to me, you will not refuse this a place 
in the Register because I attribute 
some blame or neglect to you who are 
present. I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
H. Hunt. 





A Letter fromthe Publisher te Henry 
Hunt, Esq. 

Sir,—My reasons for declining the 
insertion of your Letter to Sir Francis 
Burdett, and for. not delivertng you 
the packet containing the New York 
newspaper sooner than T did, were 
stated in my answer, written on the 
ard of December last, to a letter from 
you on these subjects. It now appears, 
after a rumination ef twenty days, 
that you find those reasons to be 
unsatisfactory. 1, however, am 50 
well satisfied with them, and am +0 
well convinced that they will satisfy 
every body but you, that ‘if reasons 
“were as plenty as black-berries,” #5 
Falstaff says, 1 would not, especially 
“on compulsion”, assign any otherthan 
those which I have already assigned. 

Indeed, Ido not think it necessary 
publicly to answer the — frivolous 
charge of detaining an old newspape!, 
so circumstantiaily as I Have already 
answered it in my private letter. It 
shall suffice to say, that being resident 





in the country in November last, about 
hatf-way between Loudon andLiverpos|, 


and many other Papers. With regard. 
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thegeutleman at the latter place, who is 
in the habit of forwarding Mr.Cobbett’s 
communications, sent me a parcel to 
the place where I then was, containing 
Manuscripts for the Register, «and 


~ asealed packet for you, with directions 


to deliver it carefully ; and an my 
return to London, about ten days 
afterwards, I did deliver it carefully 
and personally to you, within eigit 
and forty hours after my arrival, and 
within Aalf-an hour after I had ascer- 
tained that you were in town. This 
packet. as you then informed me, (for 
I knew nothing of its contents before) 
contained a New York Newspaper, in 
which was a Letter to the Editor, from 
Mr.Cobbett, which Letter has since been 
re-published in the Register. Now, 
considering your well-known erratic 
disposition, and that I was quite 
uncertain whether you were in Town or 
Country, in Great Britain or inIreland, 
Iam convinced that I better fulfilled 
my commission cf delivering the 
packet with care, by not trusting it 
oat of my own hands till I actually 
saw you, than if I had sentit after you 
ata venture by any other conveyance. 
You, however, may think thit the 
moment I received it, Ll ought to have 
set off in search of you, and have 
waved my own affairs in. the country 
tillanother opportunity. But, though 
you may think so, £ so decidedly 
think otherwise, that [I am cenfiden' 
you will never bring me over to your 
opinion: and I have no anxiety to 
make you a convert to mine. 
For declining the insertion of your 
Letter to Sir Francis Burdett, one of 
the reasons which I assigned, was, 
that you did not send it to me in the 
first instance, nor at the same time as 
to other Publishers, nor until after it 
had been published in Sherwin’s Regis- 
ter and the New Times. And this, 
though only one reason, was as good 
astwo ; for it proved, first, that the’ 
insertion of your letter would have 
heen a violation of the plan which | 
have been so careful to preserve, and 
which 1s so great a recommendation to 
the Register, of admitting nothing but 
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exclusively from Mr. Cobbett’s own 
pen; and, secondly, that there was 
not the slightest necessity for such 
violation, seeing that your said Letter 
had already been extensively circu- 
lated, and had been peculiarly fortu- 
nate in not having been excluded, 
liks the other writings of Reformers, 
from the ministerial press, but had 
found its way even inte the New 
Times. You talk indeed of Mr, 
Cleary’s dexterity in prevailing upon 
me to insert his Letter, but you have 
not told us hew Doctor Stop was 
prevailed upon to insert your's. Is the 
Doctor turnedReformer again, ordid he 
think that your Letter to Sir Francis 
would do the Cause more harm than 
good ? 

Another reason which I assigued 
was, that I had not room for so long a 
Letter, as the Register I was -then 
about to publish (containing Letter 
VIIL to Major Cartwrighi,) and the 
following one, (Letter 1X), were of 
great length; and, as they each con- 
tained a very long Létter to Major 
Cartwright, and very little else, you 
must since have perceived the difli- 
culty of my giving those Letters entire, 
ifl. had inserted your Letter to Sir 
Francis in either of those Numbers. 
You must be aware that your said 
Letter was a very long one, and it is 
but justice to allow that its length 
was one cause of its tediousuess. 
Those who solely ascribe its tedious- 
ness to its want of grammar or of 
decency are two severe. But, still, 
what was there in it that could have 
justified me in curtailing, delaying, 
dividing, or inany way mangling those 
original communications from Mr, 
Cobhett himself, in order to add to the 
notoriety of a production from so in- 
ferior a peu, after it bad already ap- 
peared in several other publications? 

Besides; you tell me that | em 
bound to publish ail that Mr. Cobbett 
sends; that you “ have always undere 
stood that Mr. Cobbett’s intentions 
were that I should publish the whole 
of the Manuscripts, or none”; and 
,yet, you would be so unreasonable as 
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too. You know that I am stinted to 
one sheet of demy perweek, and yet 
you would have it full of Mr. Cobbeit’s 
matter, and half fall of your own into 
the bargain. How would you have 
it printed : cross and pile, or like the 
number ofa Bank nole over the pro- 

mise topay? You hint, however, at 
another expedient: that, if I find 
any difficulty with reoure to Mr. 
Cobbett’s manuscripts, | may “ hand 
“them overto a third person: meaning 
yourself, This, to be sure, would re- 
move the difficulty atonce. if] allow 
vou to publish Mr. Cobbett’s writings, 
1 shall have nothing to do but to pub- 
lish vour’s. But, it should be remem- 
bered, that what I print I desire to sell. 
It is not with dull writings as with dull 
razors. The latter, according to a tale 
ef Peter Pindar, may be made, not to 
shave, but to se/l. But there is no 
making the former se//, if they won't 
shave too. If you fancy that your 
writings are shavers, you must, L ima- 
vine, have undergone the operation 
suid to be practised on ship-board, on 
the oceasion of crossing the Line, when 
those who have made the transit be. 
fore are allowed the ‘amusemert of 
shaving those who have not, with a 
wooden razer, and with a species of 
lather of which the ingredients shal} 
he:e be nameless, but which are similar 
to those of your Letter to Sir Francis, 
making due allowance for the difference 
between a material, and a literary com- 
pesition. 

You are mistaken, however, in snp 
posing that | am beund to publish the 
whole of Mr. Cobbett’s manuscripts 
or none. | wm not so mere a machine 
as you take me to be. J have the pri 
vilege of leaving out al] that | may not 
choose to publish. And, theuch | 
have used this privilege very sparingly, 
having seldom omitted more than a 
few words, and frequently none at all, 
yet, with regard to the Address to the 
Electors of Westminster, which you 
accuse me of suppressing for severe! 
weeks, and of finally leaving out ne arly 
two pages, J have before ad mitted 
that f hed particular scruples as to 


left out ** nearly two pages,” F cannot 
say. I think not, but I have not the 
manuscript here to refer to; and | 
would rather endure all the odium of 
your suspicion en this point, than take 
much trouble to remove it. You per- 

sist, however, in charging the delay, 
or, as you call it, suppression, of tat 
Address, to a sort of conspiracy be. 
tween me and the alledged forgers of 
the Botley Letter; for that was the 
account which you gave of it, in yeur 
Letter to Sir Francis: and you say, 

that you are still “ convinced ‘that the 
‘‘reason you mentioned was the fruth.” 
You cannot, however, prove that you 
are so convinced: or if you could, 
your conviction of the truth of a mere 
imagination of your own, would weigh: 
but little against the rational and pro- 
bable account of the circumstance. 
which I gave in the Register on the 
28th of November last, 

Your requesting me to re-publish 
your Letter to Sir Francis, notwith- 
standing it contained such an accusa- 
tion ; an accusation against me of being 
in league with “ base wretehes” and 
‘* forgers ;” your requesting me, 4/ter 
[ had publicly denied and repelled 
such accusation, to re-publish that let- 
ter at full length, without any admis- 
sion of error on your part, appeared to 
me so unreasonable, not to say so im- 
pudent a thing, that it was another of 
ithe reasons which I assigned for refus- 
ing soto do. Another reason was, that 
the Registers addressed to Major Car!- 
wright, which I was then in the course 
of publishing, were principally on tlie 
same subjects, and on the same side of 
the question as your said Letter; and 
those subjects were handled by Mr. 
Cobbett with as much severity, and 
certainly much more ability, than they 
could possibly be by you. If he lett 
any thing for you to say that was worth 
saving, you night, | think, if you were 
half so close a ‘packer j in writing as you 
require me to be in printing, have com- 
prised it within the compass of one of 
your Westminster Addresses; none of 
which addresses were rejecte e by me, 
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vour Letter to Sir Francis, to which I 
have already alluded, and to which I 
did very pointedly allude in my letter 
to you before mentioned, was, in some 
parts, such as Lcould not have endured 
to see in the Register, with my name as 
publisher. Ito not profess to be par- 
ticularly nice in this respect; but the 
language in question was so very of- 
fensive, that even Doctor SLoP himself 
could not help turning up his nose at 
it, while in the very act of thrusting 
it under the noses of his readers. How 
it happened, that with all your admi- 
ration of Mr. Cobbett’s writings, you 
considered these effusions of your own 
to be too precious of too pure to be 
placed in his Revister, until after they 
had passed through the filthy channel 
of the New Times ; and how you came 
to conceive that I could suffer such ef- 
fusions, especially after such a passage, 
to be deposited in the Register, as the 
final receptacle or sink-hole, I do not 
pretend to know; but Lam quite sure 
that your displeasure at my refusal is 
as void of reason, as it would be if it 
could only be accounted for on the sup- 
position of your having lost all sense 
of distinction between right and wrong. 

However, you contend, that [ ought 
to have inserted your Letter because 
I have since inserted that of Mr. 
Cleary ; or, atleast, having refused to 
insert yours, that 1 ought to have re- 
fused toinsert his. But, inthe first 
place, it should be remembered that 
Cleary’s Letter was liable to none of 
those ebjections which attached to 
yours, {t was ccuched in decent and 
temperate language. ‘Lt liad not pre- 
viously appeared in any other publica- 
tion, and its iusertion did not render 
it necessary to abridge or divide any 
atticle of Mr. Cobbett’s own writing, 
aud occasioned no other inconvenience 
than the postponement of a short Let. 
ler to you, which 1 have since publish- 
ed. You presume, however, to in- 
sinuate that J suppressed “ Letter X. 
fo Major Cartwright’ inj order, as 
you express it, to “‘ allow Mr. Cleary 
to give Mr. Cobbett the first blow be. 
hind his back.” You say, on the au- 
thority of a private letter from Mr. 
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Cobbett, dated 17th Septr. last, that 
*“« Letter \. to Major Cartwright" was 
sent at the same time as that private 
letter, and was therefore prior in 
date to the Reeister in which Mr. 
Cleary’s Letter was inserted. Ladmit 
that this must waturally have led you to 
suspectthat [ had, for some reason or 
other, delayed the publication of 
“Letter X;” bat, [proved to youina 
private letter of the 25th ulto. that your 
suspicion, though not unnatural, was 
unfounded. I have no~ doubt that t 
have removed this suspicion from your 
mind, though you still wish to instil i 
into that of the Public. I told you 
that Mr. Cobbcit had numbered his 
four last Letters to Major Cartwright 
incorvectly; that he had vumbered 
them 9, 10, LL and 12, instead of 7, 8, 
9 and 10; and that I, as in duty bound, 
had numbered them correctly; and 


therefore that the Revister which he- 


had marked “ Letter X,” and had de- 
signated, in his private Letter to vou, 
**a tight thing forour forging enemies,” 
was in reality Letter Vill, and was 
published as such, in ils turn, ou the 
Sth of December, a fortnight previvus 
to the publication of the Register in 
which Mr. Cleary’s Letter appeared. 
It was the very Register to which I 
alluded in the Postscript to my letter 
to you of the 3dof Dec. as being. the 
one which | was just going to publish, 
and as ‘‘severe us auy reasonable man 
“could desire”: which agrees well 
enough with the author's description 
of it abovementioned, and with its true 
character as known to every reade?s. 
Your “ reminding” me therefore of my 
said Postscript, “ the better to enable 
‘‘me to answer’; your puttiig me in 
mind of this additional proof of my ve- 
racity, was akind and considerate act 
on your part, for which I thanked you 
in my letter of the 25th, though I did 
not stand iu need of it. You must be 
aware that [should not say that Mr. 
Cobbett had erroneously numbered 
these Registers, if it were vot true, be- 
cause, in that case, Mr. Cobbett him- 
self would nat fail to convict me of the 
falsehood. His strth Letter to Major 
Cartwright was published as far back 
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as the 7th ef March, and his cighth Let-| read “‘ Letier X. to Major Cartwrigh;” 
ter to you so recently as the 10th of} whieb was erroneously marked by jj, 
October last ; and Lbave no doubt that | Cobbet: Letter XJ7.) I published ay . 
the number of that Letter to you was | ther most severe attack on Mr. Cleary. 
} resent to his mind when he resusied | and it would, as [ totd you in mv jetie 
his correspondence with the Major, | of the 25th ult. have been hard indeed 
and led him into the error of re-com-| not to have allowed him to put in « 
mencing it with the number 9 instead | word betwee. Bunt you are for hay. Ju 
of the number 7 ing Mr. Cobbett belahour him wee 

To come to the contents of Mr.jafter week; you are angry even gt 
Cleary’s Letter: you assert that he has the intervention of an article in be. - 
prevailed upon me to publish “the| half» of the poor Cotton Spinners ; » of 
mest unfounded falsehoods” against] you ate for joiuing m the attack wit) S wi 
you, as well as “the most base and | ali yourmight and main; you are for sn 
cowardly insinuations against, Mr.|strikimg your own random blows at . te 
Cobbett in his own Register while he} home, in addition to Mr.Cobbett’s rea! Su 
was absent.”” Well; You are not ab-| home-thrusts ftom abroad ; and all this | of 
sent, at any rate. Youare on the spot} without suffering tle object of these shat 
to answer his ‘‘unfounded falsehoods” | incessant and united attacks to raise a ae 
against you; and I have now published | finger in kis own defence. You have | rat 
your answer, and I should have pub-| no wercy, and you wish me to have ne 
lished it without hesitation and without | justice. You lay great stress upon Mr. . vo 
comment, if you could have contented /Cobbett’s absencegnd inability to reply am 
yourself with answering him without] for several months to come; as if Mr. “5 
allacking me. But, as to the ‘* base} Cobbett were rea!!y, so selfish and w- 
insinuations against Mr. Cobbett;”] just as to wish to deal out his heaviest 
asto the accusing him of having “ deli.| blows from a. distance, with his | ong 
berately published a premeditated | and strong arm, and to deprecate every 
falsehood,” | can find nothing of the] attempt at self-defence until it suited 
sortin Mr. Cleary’s letter. Qn the con-| bis convenience to come to close quat- 
trary, be says that Mr. Cobbett’s|ters. You aceuse me of allowing 
charges agaiost himself lave “* their} Cleary to strike the first blew behind 
*‘ foundations in error”; aod I find| Mr. Cob$ett’s back, although ‘Mr. 
nothing worse than error ascribed to | Cobbett had frst struck three blows 
Mr. Cobbett throughout the whole of | fall in Mr. Cleary’s face. In short, 
the letter. Whether ornot he succeeds | Sir, your accusing me of foul play 
in proving the error, is aquestion with}on this occasion; your attacking 
which I have no concern. me on this, and on o ther points, 

My motive for inserting Mr. Cleary’s| with so little reason and so much 
letter, you are so good as to say “must | injustice ; and your persisting in re- 
“* rest entirely with my own feelings.” quiring me to publishsuch attaek, after 
You think it, I suppose, a motive of so} the explanations and the warnings 
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refined a nature that it cannot possibly 
be communicated to th: apprehensions 
of others. To your apprehension, per- 
haps not; as it was no other than a 
sense of justice. After having been the 
publisher of (hree successive Registers, 
im which Mr. Cleary was attacked with 
the full force of Mr. Cobbeit'’s pen, 1 
was influenced by a sense of justice, 
(nothing else, I assure you) in putlish. 
ing Mr. Cleary’s answer. Besides, in 


which I have given you in private let- 
ters, are circumstances, from which it 
is charitable to conclude, that, #s 4 
writer, at least, you are not ina fit state 
of mind to appear before the public. Io 
Oratory, of which the chief excellence 
is said to be Action, it may be snflicies! 
to rave; but im writing, tobe at 2! 
tolerated, an appearance, at least, oi 


reason is peg eae rr 
Lam, Sir, your ient. t 








the very next Register, containing the 
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